
A series of upper level storm systems and associated cold fronts, moving across the Rocky 

Mountain Region, brought periods of cool unsettled weather to North Central and Northeastern 

Colorado. As a result, March of 2022 in Denver was the 3rd consecutive month with below normal 

temperatures and above normal precipitation. In-between the storm systems, large upper level 

ridges of high pressure moving over the state led to periods of above normal temperatures. One 

such warm period, combined with dry and windy conditions, helped fan the NCAR Fire just south of 

the National Weather Service Office in Boulder on the afternoon of the 26th.

Beautiful Sunrise From the NWS Boulder office March 12th

Light snow beginning over the Flatiron’s near Boulder, CO late in the afternoon of March 16th

…March 2022 Climate Summary for the Denver Area…



TEMPERATURES:

The average temperature at Denver International Airport for the month of March was 39.4 degrees F, 

which is 2.2 degrees below the normal of 41.6 degrees. Temperatures ranged from a high of 80 

degrees on the 28th to a low of -7 degrees on the 10th, which set a new record low temperature for 

the date. The previous record was -3 degrees F set back in 1932. On March 2nd, the high 

temperature climbed to 74 degrees which tied the previous record last set back in 2009.

ELEVEN WARMEST MARCH AVERAGE TEMPERATURES IN DENVER WEATHER HISTORY

SINCE 1872: DEGREES F

50.4 - 1910

49.2 - 2012

47.9 - 2017

47.2 - 1907

47.1 - 1986

47.0 - 1918

46.5 - 1879

46.4 - 2004, 1946

46.0 – 2007, 1887

TEN COLDEST MARCH AVERAGE TEMPERATURES IN DENVER WEATHER HISTORY

SINCE 1872: DEGREES F

26.4 - 1912

28.0 - 1924

29.0 - 1965

29.7 - 1906

32.1 - 1969

32.2 - 1891

32.8 - 1958

33.0 - 1964

33.1 - 1899

33.2 - 1917



PRECIPITATION:

Denver received 1.17 inches of precipitation during March of 2022. 

This is 0.31 inches above the monthly average of 0.86 inches.

The greatest daily precipitation amount of 0.41 occurred on the 16th. 

TEN WETTEST March TOTALS IN DENVER WEATHER HISTORY SINCE 1872:

INCHES

4.56 - 1983

3.80 - 2021

3.50 - 1992

3.10 – 1990, 1891

3.07 - 1905

3.05 - 2003

3.03 - 1909

2.85 - 1959

2.75 - 1944

ELEVEN DRIEST March TOTALS IN DENVER WEATHER HISTORY SINCE 1872:

INCHES

0.03 - 2012

0.11 - 1908

0.14 – 2008, 2004

0.18 – 1982

0.19 - 1999

0.20 - 1882

0.21 – 1883, 1880

0.22 – 1945, 1873



SNOWFALL

March is Denver’s snowiest month with a monthly average of 8.8 inches (NCEI 1990-2020). March of 

2022 ended up with 13.1 inches of snow which was 4.3 inches above normal. The greatest snowfall 

amount occurred from the 17th through the 18th with 7.3 inches measured. 

TEN HIGHEST SNOW TOTALS FOR APRIL IN DENVER WEATHER HISTORY

INCHES

35.2 - 2003

34.0 - 2021

32.5 - 1944

31.3 - 1891

30.5 - 1983

29.2 - 1961

26.8 - 1959

25.7 - 1923

25.2 - 1952

24.8 - 1929

THE Eleven LEAST SNOWIEST APRIL IN DENVER WEATHER HISTORY

INCHES

TRACE – 2017, 2012, 1995

0.3   - 1883

0.4   - 1911

0.5   - 1885    

1.1   - 1887

1.8   - 2004

2.0   - 1882

2.1   - 1982, 1908



NEXRAD Mosaic Radar shows bands of snow  moving across North Central and Northeastern Colorado on the evening of March 5th.  
2.8 inches of snowfall was measured at Denver International Airport. 



On the evening of March 16th, precipitation filled in across the area with steady rain in Denver. Snow was falling in the foothills 
and was switching over to snow in the adjacent plains and Palmer Divide. 



Just 

In the very early morning hours of March 17th, widespread snow was falling across the Plains, foothills Palmer Divide. .



Heavy snow reducing visibility in Denver on the morning of March 17th. Denver International Airport measured .63 inches of 
precipitation and 7.3 inches of snowfall from the 16th through the 17th



Peak Wind Gusts March 23rd

There were no days with thunder or hail observed at Denver International Airport in March 2022. However, there were 8 days 
of fog and 2 days of dense fog with a visibility at or below ¼ mile. The peak wind at Denver International Airport was 61 mph

from the north on the 23rd



NCAR Fire on the afternoon of March 26th 2022

Photo by Zach Hiris


